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“Come to the Table” 

Mark 6:30-44 

June 22, 2014  

 
This morning we come to a very familiar passage – “The feeding of the five thousand.” There are several miracles recorded by 

Matthew, by Mark, by Luke, and by John – But only two miracles that all four of the gospel writers recorded. The only two 

miracles in all four gospels are the “resurrection of Christ” and this miracle –“the feeding of the five thousand.” So as we unpack 

our passage this morning, we will find:    

 

Jesus is the life-giving Bread of Life for all who come to the table to feast with Him 

 

But before we dig in, let’s go back to Mark 6:7 from 3 weeks ago; “Calling the Twelve to Him, He sent them out two by two and 

gave them authority over evil spirits.”  Jesus sent the disciples out two by two and gave them authority to cast out evil spirits, 

preaching and teaching the Truth, and healing many.  

 

Our passage today begins in verse 30 with “The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to Him all they had done and 

taught.”  Notice that Mark doesn’t immediately conclude the narrative of the results of the disciples going out, but instead he 

sandwiches the gruesome details surrounding the death of John the Baptist. As I studied and prepared this week, I asked myself this 

question, “Why did the details of this gruesome death of John the Baptist appear here in between Jesus sending the disciples out 

and when they returned to share all they had done and taught?” And as we continue to unpack our passage this morning, we will 

come back and address this a little later.  

 

“Christ’s Compassion” –   
The first thing we see in our passage today is Christ’s compassion. As the disciples return from sharing from their experiences, 

Jesus listens and responds to them with compassion. He sees they are tired and hungry so He tells them in verse 31, “Come with 

Me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” Then we are told in verse 32, “So they went away by themselves in a boat to 

a solitary place.”  It was common when Jesus needed to get away He went into the wilderness for quiet and solitude.  

 

Continuing on with verse 33, “But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got 

there ahead of them.” Jesus and His disciples must not have traveled too far in the boat; possibly they just sailed along the shore 

looking for a quiet, uninhabited place. Luke’s account of this same event tells us they were near Bethsaida, probably landing at a 

solitary harbor away from the city. But the crowd beat them there and was waiting for them as they docked. So much for peace and 

quiet! The disciples are just getting back from teaching, healing and performing many miracles and they and Jesus have acquired 

quite a following.  

 

Verse 34; “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd. So He began teaching them many things.”  

As the boat approaches shore, I’m guessing the disciples could see that their time of rest was ending soon. But take notice of Jesus’ 

reaction to the crowd who has interrupted this time away with the disciples. We are told “He had compassion on them,”  

Have you ever had plans to just chill out and the doorbell rings, what is your response? I know what my reaction at times is – “Ah – 

are you kidding me? – Can’t a guy get any rest?” Now understand that’s only my reaction when I’m bent on chilling. – Delaine & 

I love visitors.  

 

But look again at Jesus’ response – “He had compassion on them,” He wasn’t frustrated – He wasn’t annoyed that the people 

would not give Him and His tired disciples a break. Instead, Mark tells us Jesus was moved by compassion. This was a compassion 

that reached a level that was far deeper than human concern and empathy for people. Jesus saw that the people were like “sheep 

without a shepherd.” And He was moved with compassion towards them.  

 

Are you at all familiar with sheep?   

I’ve read that when sheep get out of their pen, their movements are completely random.  They run one way, then all of sudden turn 

and run in another direction. They move aimlessly, as if they were blind. That is how Jesus saw the people on the shore and He was 

moved with compassion for them. Jesus refers to Himself as the Good Shepherd in John 10:11; “I am the Good Shepherd. The 

Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” And John 10:14; “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and My sheep 

know Me.” It was in compassion that Jesus, the Good Shepherd looked on His sheep to come along side them to meet their need. 

And what is the first thing Jesus does? “He began teaching them many things” (vs.34). And Jesus’ teaching isn’t a short message. 

Look at verses 35-36; “By this time it was late in the day, so His disciples came to Him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and 

it’s already very late. Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding villages and buy themselves something to eat.”   
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It’s possible that the disciples are showing compassion for the people or maybe they’re just getting tired and hungry themselves and 

looking for an excuse to move the crowd along so they could get something to eat and some rest. We’re not told, but either way, 

they recognize this is a remote place and the likelihood of finding dinner anywhere close wasn’t anywhere on the radar screen. 

 

But Jesus responds with an answer of compassion that must have floored the disciples. Verse 37 says, “You give them something 

to eat.” Jesus had been feeding them spiritually all day, now it was time for the disciples to supply for their physical needs.  

Look at how the disciples respond as we continue in verse 37; “That would take eight months of a man’s wages! Are we to go 

and spend that much on bread and give it them to eat?” The NAS and ESV translations say “200 denarii” – A denarius was 

equivalent to one day’s wage. So, 200 denarii was equivalent to approximately 8 months wages. The disciples are essentially 

saying, “What you talking about Jesus? That’s like 8 months worth of wages! There is no way we can feed this many people.”   

 

The problem is the disciples were focusing on the obstacles; all they could see was the huge cost of providing food for all the 

people gathered there that day, and even if they had that kind of cash, how and where would they find that much food at this late 

hour of the day? In their minds as Jesus told them, “You give them something to eat,” they were facing an impossible task.     

As the disciples were focusing on the obstacles in front of them, they had already forgotten what they had been doing the past few 

days as they went out in groups of two casting out evil spirits, preaching and teaching the Truth, and healing many (Mark 6:7).  

It was just earlier in the day they had been sharing this with Jesus (Mark 6:30).  

 

But do we not fall into that same trap many times? Something unexpected comes into our lives – It could be financial or our health 

or something with a family member – even something minor. What is our response? Do we immediately try to take matters into our 

hands? Do we run to the world’s solutions? Do we only see the obstacles? Are we like the disciples and throw our hands up in the 

air and say this isn’t possible?    

 

Or is our first response to go to Jesus in prayer, surrendering the situation to Him and seeking His guidance on how to address 

whatever it is we’re facing? When Jesus tells them to feed the people, immediately the disciples see the obstacles and talk about the 

insurmountable cost of feeding such a large crowd. But again, Jesus shows his compassion. He doesn’t condemn the disciples; 

instead He says in verse 38, “How many loaves do you have?” “Go and see.”  

 

So after combing the crowd, according to this same account recorded in John 6:8, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother tells Jesus, 

“Here’s a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” Again to the disciples, 

this is not possible. The loaves here are not loaves of bread that you and I buy at the bakery or in the grocery store. The loaves are 

small barley cakes, kind of like tiny biscuits or crackers. And the two fish were like a salted sardine-type of fish (kind of a pickled 

fish) – very small. This lunch was only for a small boy to help hold him over until he came back home for dinner.  That was all that 

was available. I’m guessing the disciples were thinking, “Come on Jesus, send them home, we’re hungry and they’ve heard enough 

for one day.”  

 

But Jesus had different plans for everyone in attendance that day. Look again at verses 39-44, “Then Jesus directed them to have 

all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves 

and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave them thanks and broke the loaves. Then He gave them to His disciples to set 

before the people. He also divided the two fish among all of them. They ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 

basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.”  
 

Let’s break down what Jesus did here in the Feeding of the Five Thousand: 

 

1) Jesus directs the people to sit down in groups of hundreds and fifties. (vs.39-40)  

 

Think about this – here is this mass of people – we’re told there are 5,000 men, which means there were also women and children 

in the crowd (obviously there was at least one boy with his lunch of 5 biscuits and 2 sardines). It’s been estimated by some that the 

crowd that day was somewhere around 20,000 or more when we count the women and children in attendance. What we see here is 

that God is a God of order, not chaos. The people go from being jammed together to separate orderly groups of hundreds and 

fifties. What this does is create aisles so the food can be served. What do suppose was going on in the disciple’s minds as all this is 

taking place? They had to have been thinking something like, “we don’t have anything to give these people Jesus – what’s this all 

about?”  

 

2) Jesus takes this boy’s lunch and gives thanks to God and blesses the food. (vs. 41) 

 

We're told in 1 Timothy 4 that “all things are to be received with thanksgiving.” 
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3) After Jesus gave thanks and blessed the food, He began to break up the loaves and give them to the disciples, and kept 

giving them, and kept giving them to the disciples who are the waiters that are serving this massive crowd. Then He did 

the same thing with the fish. (vs. 41) 

 

Think about this for a minute – this bread was made from barley that was never planted and harvested. These fish had never swum 

in the sea and were never caught in the nets.  How good do you suppose this banquet feast was? It was the best of the best! 

 

4) We’re just told the people ate and were “satisfied!” (vs. 42) 

 

The word “satisfied” here is the same word used in Revelation 19:21 and is translated to the English word “gorged.” 

This was no ordinary meal – the people had never tasted anything like this before – and they “gorged” themselves at this meal. The 

food kept coming and coming until everyone was stuffed and couldn’t eat another bite. The volume of food produced and 

consumed that day was beyond comprehension.  

 

That’s not all –  

5) Jesus has the disciples pick up the leftovers and there are twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. (vs. 43)  

 

The precision of this event is staggering. Why twelve basketfuls left? One for each of the twelve disciples. Jesus had created the 

exact amount of food for everyone in the crowd to get completely “gorged” and precisely plans for twelve basketfuls of leftovers – 

one for each of His disciples. Does that not blow your mind away when you think about it? This is the same Lord who spoke the 

world into existence with perfect precision. Every detail was accounted for. The reality of Deity “that Jesus was truly God in flesh” 

was unmistakable here in this miracle. The disciples must have been in total awe as they served the people. They must been 

absolutely giddy as they kept going back for more and more food. In fact, it’s possible that the crowd wasn’t even aware that a 

miracle was taking place, but the disciples knew what was happening. 

   

There is so much more to this miracle than what first meets the eye. God’s provision was complete, total, and satisfying.  

Colossians 2:9-10; “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, 

who is the Head over every power and authority.” That is total satisfaction!  

 

Our passage today gives us great insight into being active participants in what God wants to do in His children’s lives. When we 

face what seems to be impossible, look and call out to Jesus. Do you think God would ask us to do something that we (with Him) 

couldn’t handle? Don’t let the lack of resources blind us from seeing God’s power. Often, just like the boy’s small lunch of five 

biscuits and two small fish, our small amount of resources may be the starting point of what God wants to do and where and how 

He wants to show Himself to us. Notice that the disciples didn’t question Jesus; they actively obeyed Him in all He commanded 

them to do. The more we understand God’s plan, the more we realize the blessings He has for you and me as He uses us to share 

the Hope of Christ to a lost and dying world. 

  

In our passage today, Jesus used a boy’s lunch of five loaves and two small fish. Jesus didn’t need the boy’s small lunch or the 

disciples’ participation, but He chose to use them. And as both the boy and the disciples responded obediently, they were greatly 

blessed as they participated in God’s work. 2 Corinthians 5:20; “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making His appeal through us.” We may not always know how or fully understand what God is purposing as He calls for us to 

participate.  We don’t know who God may be drawing to Himself as He works through us in that process. But as followers of 

Christ, you and I need to be sharing what God is doing in our lives with those He brings into our lives. This sharing is both spiritual 

– sharing our testimony of what God is doing in our lives, and physically – meeting the real needs of people as God leads us as 

well. And as we share, we are blessed and God is glorified!  God’s delights in using ordinary people like you and I. Then when the 

amazing happens, we know it is all Him and He receives all the praise. Amen. Amen! 

   

We can look at David who was the youngest and least expected one to be anointed king, but God told Samuel as He looked at 

David’s older brother, Eliab; “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at 

the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)  

2 Corinthians 4:7; “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 

us.”  

God uses common ordinary jars of clay like you and I so that there will be absolutely no mistake as to where the power comes from 

and all the glory goes to Him.  It’s all about Him! God is more concerned with our availability than our ability because God does 

not call the equipped, God equips all those He calls. Are you an open vessel willing to be filled up by God and used where He is 

calling and leading? I pray that is the case for all of us.  
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Now as we begin to wrap up this morning, let’s go back to my earlier question I wrestled with; “Why did the details of the 

gruesome death of John the Baptist appear here in between Jesus sending the disciples out and when they returned to share all they 

had done and taught?” As we look more closely at Mark 6, notice the cowardly act of Herod Antipas revolves around a feast as he 

gives in to the request of his wife Herodias through her daughter to kill and behead John the Baptist.  

 

Mark presents two consecutive accounts back to back that both revolve around dramatic feasts.  

The first feast was hosted by Herod Antipas. The second feast was hosted by Jesus.  

At the first feast, only the leading men of Galilee “the elite” were invited. 

At the second feast, all who were present, the common ordinary folks of Galilee, including women and children, were invited to 

partake and be fed by the provisions set forth by Jesus that day.   

At the first feast, the food was prepared by gourmet chefs.  

At the second feast, the food was prepared by the hand of Jesus.  

At the first feast, the entertainment was exotic dancing (a stag party).  

At the second feast, the first item on the agenda was the teaching of the truth of God by the Son of God.  

Finally, the climax of the first feast was the heartless cowardly execution of a man of God.  

While at the second feast, we see the compassion of Jesus for the people who “were like sheep without a shepherd.” (vs. 34) and 

the people gorged themselves on this feast delivered by Jesus.   

Herod’s feast with its exotic fanfare and dancing girls served up nothing but death and emptiness.  

While the feast offered by Jesus brought life-giving bread with an abundance of leftovers meeting both the physical and spiritual 

needs of the people.  

Oh! – What a contrast of feasts!!!! That is what Mark is showing as he places these two dramatic feasts back-to-back here.  

One feast leads to death, the other feast leads to Life.  Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:6) 

 

One last point as we conclude, I also don’t think we can look at this passage today and see the feast of the feeding of the five 

thousand without see the similarities in the night in which our Lord Jesus was betrayed. In the midst of celebrating the Passover 

with His disciples, we see in Mark 14:22-24; While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them, and they all drank from 
it.

 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” The cup and the bread remind us that Christ’s life was given 

as atonement for our sin. It is from His death and resurrection that we have life. 

    

Have you surrendered your life to Christ?  

2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of 
God.”  Have you come to the table? All are invited. But not all accept the invitation.  

Hebrews 10:26-27,31; “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for 

sins is left, 
27 

but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  It is a 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” Judgment is coming for all who reject Jesus Christ and the truth of the 

gospel. It’s a sobering warning, is it not?  To anyone who hears and knows of Christ and yet rejects Him, severe judgment awaits 

them. But to all who have come to know Christ as Lord and Savior, the miracle that Jesus preformed in the feeding of the 5,000 

points us to a foretaste of the feast to come. This meal points to the heavenly banquet that awaits all believers. (vs. 42) 

It shows us how much love, compassion, and mercy Christ has for us. It shows His power and sovereignty and how He provides for 

our every need. 

 

Listen to these words in Isaiah 55:1-2 to “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor 

on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare.”  
And only in Jesus, the Bread of Life can one be fully and completely satisfied.     

  

In Jesus’ own words in John 6:35 – “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in 

Me will never be thirsty.”  

 

Come to the table – Eat & Drink – Never hunger or thirst again.  

Once Your enemy, now seated at Your table – Jesus thank you!  

Amen. Amen! 

Let’s pray.    

 


